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Le Déclinleads in banner year for Canadian Academy

TORONTO - The predictable
happened at the 1987 Genie
awards. Director Denys Ar-
cand’s The Decline of the
American Empire captured
the most awards including the
top prize for best movie.

The unpredictable also hap-
pened. Quebec director Ar-
cand thanked Toronto film cri-
tics for helping make the film a
success.

Decline took eight Genie
awards including best original
screenplay, best director, best
supporting actor (Gabriel Ar-
cand), best supporting actress
(Louise Portal), best film edit-
ing, best sound and best sound
editing,

Director Leon Marr’s Danc-
ing in the Dark was next in
line with three Genie awards
including best lead actress for
Martha Henry's portrayal of a
woman who strives to be the
perfect housewife.

Dancing in the Dark also
won best adapted screenplay
and best art direction.

Gordon Pinsent captured
best actor for his role as a
miner forced to leave his life-
long Newfoundland home in
John and the Missus. The
film also took best music score.

Léa Pool's feature Anne
Trister also won two Genies.
One for best cinematography
and the other for best original
song. Loyalties, set in Alberta
and directed by Anne Wheeler,
won best costume design.

Among those movies locked
out of a Genie award was Yves
Simoneau's thriller Pouvoir
intime.

Decline producer René
Malo later explained the im-
portance  Toronto  critics
played in building support for
the movie, which is nominated
for best foreign language film
at the Oscars, March 30,

Toronto critics were really
the ones spreading the news to
all the others, Malo said.

“They really helped us to
promote the film in Cannes,”
Malo told reporters. “After
that, when we came back here,
Toronto was the first place
where the picture was seen by
people that were not French
speaking. The reception was so
good it really helped us all
around the world.”

Decline also won the 1986
Golden Reel Award for its suc-
cess at the box office. Malo
said 1.2 million people have
seen it in Canada. It captured
$3.3 million at the Canadian
box office last year setting a
Quebec record for a Canadian
film with more than $2.7 mil-
lion in that province alone.

“Since the beginning I really
believed that it would be a
very, very popular film > Malo
said.

He feels that the Canadian
film as a whole has become
stronger and the competition
in the Genies was very good.
“It proves, I think, that we re-
ally now have an industry in
this country.”

Arcand compared the Genie
awards with the Oscars.

“Do you know anything

about tennis?” Arcand asked
reporters.

“The guy who wins the Ca-
nadian championship is a
pretty good tennis player.” But
the US. Open is an interna-
tional competition, he added.

“Here it is only Canadian
films. There. it is films from
other countries,” Arcand said.

He added that in his years in
the film industry he had never
received an award for direct-
ing. “It’s a first for me. It's re-
ally nice.”

He drew laughs from the
press entourage at the show
when photographers asked
him to hold one of his Genie
awards higher and he asked

“What is the matter with your
framing?”

Gordon Pinsent quietly ex-
pressed surpise at the sheer
number of photographers and
press waiting to interview him
after his award.

He said there is a new admi-
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ration, pride and awareness in
the making of Canadian films.
Pinsent spoke glowingly of
the group that put John and
the Missus together.
“They were on it because
they wanted to be on it. It

wasn't a job of work. It wasn't
the paycheck or anything and
it was good to have that kind of
atmosphere. You fight to have
that — for people to believe in
your thing so much that they
would rather be there than
anywhere.”

Ronald Cohen, chairman of
the Academy of Canadian
Cinema and Television, spoke

out in favour of support given
the film industry by Canadian
politicians.

He praised federal com-
munications minister Flora

MacDonald for her support of

the industry. He declared “that
Canadian culture is not negoti-
able” in a reference to the free
trade talks with the United
States.

Roger Frappier, who pro-
duced Decline with
asked, “Who would have gues-
sed that the Decline of the
American Empire would
mean the rise of the Canadian
cinema?”

The Genie winners were
voted by the 800 film division
members of the Academy.

What we promised...
we delivered

LES COULISSES DE L’ANTRAK * CANADIAN CRIMINAL REPORT * TOO
OUTRAGEOUS * NORMANICUS * BLINDSIDE * COULISPORT * GO FISH AUSTRALIA
* HARTBREAK MOTEL * INTERMEDES * SOIREE AVEC HORTENSE * HIT AND RUN *
HIGHER EDUCATION * THE RACOONS - SERIES Il * DIVISION * JEUNESSE
MUSICALE * UN ZOO, LA NUIT * HUMPTY DUMPTY MAN * TO MARKET TO MARKET
*QUEBEC 60/85 * VID KIDS (Il) * SHARON, LOIS & BRAM’'S ELEPHANT SHOW * MAX
HAINES - CRIME FLASHBACK * DANGER BAY (lll) * HAUNTING OF HAMILTON HIGH

* FLORIDA STRAITS * SILENT CRISIS * SPACE SERIES * COVERT ACTION * THE
INCREDIBLE TIME TRAVELS OF HENRY OSGOODE * DEPARTURE * VID KIDS *
BULLIES * HIGH TAKES * MANIA * LOST * AUCTION DOLLARS * EQUINOXE *
DANGER BAY (ll) * HEART OF THE HIGH COUNTRY * MARIE CLAIRE * SPORTS
CARTOONS * TROPIQUE DU CRABBE * MURDER IN SPACE * STREET COMEDY *
FROG DREAMING * LIBERTE, EGALITE, CHOUCROUTE * NIGHT HEAT *
EVANGELINE DEUSSE * SAMUEL LOUNT FLOATING * STREETWISE * MY
AMERICAN COUSIN * EMERALD * THE IRISH RM (lll) * WEIRD & WONDERFUL *
JOSHUA THEN AND NOW-* PETER THE GREAT * DANGER BAY * JASON & THE
ARGONAUTS * MEATBALLS - THE CLIMAX * FUN PARK * KINGPIN * THE COUNTRY
WIFE * DIVINE SARAH * ENZO FERRARI * THE GUARDIAN * ANNIE’S COMING OUT *
THE BIG HOUSE * THE IRISH RM (SERIES 1) * BREAKAWAY * HILLARY CLIMBING
JOSKE’S THUMB * THE SLIM DUSTY MOVIE * DRAW * SECRET DIARY OF SIGMUND
FREUD * CHRONIQUE DES ANNEES 60 * THE HAIRDRESSERS * SQUARE ST. LOUIS

* NOBODY MAKES ME CRY * MISS FUN SEEKER GIRLS * HI CHAMPION * AN
EVENING AT THE IMPROV * THE SETTLEMENT * PHAR LAP * THE PAMPEL-MOUSE
SHOW * SAVAGE ISLANDS * NUTCRACKER - FANTASY ON ICE * SONATINE *
LORNE CREENE’S NEW WILDERNESS * RIEN QU'UN JEU * THE TERRY FOX STORY

* GINGER MEGGS * UPS AND DOWNS * MOTHER LODE * BATTLETRUCK * LATITUDE
55 * BY DESIGN * CHATWELL'’S VERDICT * CURTAINS * BLACK MIRROR * MELANIE
* HOUNDS OF NOTRE DAME * HEAD ON * SURFACING * TITLE SHOT
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Here is the complete list of
Genie winners:

— best motion picture — De-
cline of the American Em-
pire — producers Rene Malo
and Roger Frappier;

— best performance by an
actor in a leading role — Gor-
don Pinsent in John and the
Missus;

— best performance by an ac-
tress in a leading role —
Martha Henry in Dancing in
the Dark;

— best performance by an
actor in a supporting role —
Gabriel Arcand in Decline of
the American Empire;

— best performance by an ac-
lress in a supporting role —
Louise Portal in Decline of
the American Empire;

— best achievement in art di-
rection — Lillian Sarafinchan for
Dancing in the Dark;

— best achievement in cine-
matography — Pierre Mignot
for Anne Trister;

— best achievement in direc-
tion — Denys Arcand for De-
cline of the American Em-
pire;

— best achievement for film
editing — Monique Fortier for
Decline of the American
Empire;

— best achievement in cos-
tume design — Wendy Par-
tridge for Loyalties;

— best music score — Michael
Conway Baker for John and
the Missus;

— best original song — Danielle
Messia for the song “De la main
gauche” in Anne Trister;

— best original screenplay —
Denys Arcand for Decline of
the American Empire;

— best adapted screenplay —
Leon Marr for Dancing in the
Dark;

— best achievement in overall
sound — Richard Besse, Jean-
Pierre Joutel and Adrian Croll
for Decline of the American
Empire;

— best achievement in sound
editing — Paul Dion, Diane
Boucher, and Andy Malcolm
for Decline of the American
Empire;

— best documentary — Dads
and Kids — producer, Christ-
ian Bruyere;

— best live action short drama
— I Need A Man Like You To
Make My Dreams Come
True — producers, Daria Ster-
mac and Kalli Paakspuu;

— best animated short — Get A
Job — producers, Derek Mazur,
Michael Scott and Brad Caslor:
— The 1986 Golden Reel
Award - Decline of the
American Empire;

— The Air Canada Award for
outstanding contributions to
the business of filmmaking in
Canada — Garth Drabinsky;

— Outstanding Canadian Film
Achievement of Expo '86 -
Taming of the Demons, pro-
duced by Paul Kriv icky,
created and directed by Emil
Radok.
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