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which they p redictably and hilariously 
(as in ha-ha) fail. But at the last minute 
they bounce back, save the town and 
become the new police force. 

All the basic elements are in place. 
Lots of naked flesh , motorcycle gangs, 
one nerd, our libidinous gang, one in­
competent bully training-sarge and his 
partner - she of the bad German accent 
and the big bazooms - one ineffectual 
mayor and natch, the mayor's daughter. 
Well, it's been done before. right? 

Maybe, but never this badly. If it 
wasn't for the T&A you would think it's 
the " 'ork of . amateurs, and come to 
think of it, perhaps it is. Cranlmed with 
gags that are neither set up nor payoff, 
riddled with T&A squeezed into a coc­
kanlamie plot - you know, connect the 
dots - reject casting. serious hamming. 
The whole presented straight - almost 
like a children'S play, - blessedly un­
aware of glaring loopholes, character, 
believability, you name it. However, I 
would have to believe this is one badly 
drawn cartoon cynically and execrably 
staged by Rafal Zielinski - formerly of 
these parts - and give it a merit rating 
ofO. 

But I think I'm making it sound too 
good. ll1is picture really shouldn't be 
reviewed. l'p-chuck time boys. Go back 
home to Pasadena and the day job. 

Ab, film madness. Glorious and blind. 

Daniel Hausmann • 

Nancy Nicol's 

The Struggle 
for Choice 

P
rior to 1969, according to Statistics 
Canada, abortion was the leading 
cause of death for pregnant women. 

Between 1958 and 1969 over 12 
women died each year from illegal 
abortions, and as many as 2000 women 
annually suffered complications, infec­
tions, perforated uteruses and sterility. 
Due to the illegal and covert status of 
abortions, these statistics grossly under­
estimate the situation. O ne Vancouver 
doctor in 1970, for example, numbered 
abortion-related deaths to be as h igh as 
2000. 

A major turning point in Canadian 
legislative history occurred in 1969. 
The Criminal Code of Canada was am­
mended. Abortion was legally permit­
ted if a 'therapeutic abortion' commit­
tee of three doctors decided that con­
tinuation of the pregnancy would en­
danger the woman's health or life. De­
spite this 'liberalization', women still 
lacked the access they wanted, and a 
campaign against the new law began. 

Nancy Nicol's video series, The Strug­
gle for Choice, begun in 1984, chroni­
cles the movement and strategies of 
abortion rights groups since 1969. The 
video is divided into 5 parts, each 30-
minute segment focussing on a differ­
ent aspect of the Canadian experience: 
(i) Abortion Caravan: The Early 
Movement; (li) Access; (iii) Quebec 
1971-1980; (iv) RestraintJRepres­
sion; (v) Morgantaler. 
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Nicol concentrates on the women 

who have participated in the movement 
since its early days. From NDP MP 
Grace MacInnis to Veronique O'Leary, 
founder of the Women's Health Centre 
in Montreal, to Betsy Wood and Marcy 
Cohen, co- founders of the Vancouver 
abortion referral service in 1969 who, 
in 1970, marched with a group of 
women to the Parliament in Ottawa and 
declared war on the government of 
Canada. 

The first segment, Abortion Cara­
van, sets the stage. Women remember 
their experiences in the '50s and '60s. 
Pioneer actlvlsts are interviewed. 
Marie-Ange Fournier of the Canadian 
Abortion Rights Action League in 
Moncton recalls her experience as a se­
venteen-year-old student nurse. when 
women for whom abortion was not an 
option were forced to breast-feed their 
babies before giving them up for adop­
tion, to pay for the 'sin' of their preg­
nancy. 

It is in this atmosphere that, in 1970, 
NDP MP Grace MacInnis - the only 
woman MP at the time - challenged her 
fellow MP's to further ammend legisla­
tion to allow for the establishment of 
abortion clinics. But, she says, "They 
would become just like little boys in a 
washroom. You know, they'd get kind 
of nervous and raucous in every way 
they knew." 

Outside the House, women gathered 
around, invaded Question Period, 
draped banners over the railing and, on 
May 11 , 1970, declared war. Recounts 
Marcy Cohen: "We charged the govern­
ment of Canada with being responsible 
for the murder, by abortion, of 
thousands of women who die from il­
legal abortions, and with being respon­
sible for the oppression and degrada­
tion of thousands of women who are 
forced into unwanted motherhoods and 
who depend on inadequate birth con­
trol methods." 

Access expands on the problems of 
availability of abortion, to include the 
whole support network of birth control, 
daycare, special services for working 
women, battered wives etc . The struc­
ture of the family, and the state, is de­
signed to deny women power and au­
tonomy. 

Quebec, a province where conserva­
tive catholicism and the repressive 
measures of Duplessis' Union Nationale 
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managed to ensure that the status and 
freedom of its women were the lowest 
in Canada, nonetheless became the first 
province to defy the federal abortion 
law by 1976. 

Nicol explores this p rocess in 
Que bec 1971-80, expanding her focus 
to include a concrete analysis of class 
struggle. It is in this part, especially, that 
Nicol makes her point. Says Veronique 
O'Leary, "You cannot separate what 
happened in Quebec socially from the 
issue of abortion; it is about women, 
labour, politiCS; it is about nationalism , 
about working-class struggle. It's all 
linked, really. " 

In Quebec, abortion rights activIsts 
found a sympathetic environment in 
unions such as the Quebec Federation 
of Labour. Feminists considered them­
selves part of the Quebec battle for au­
tonomy. It was a time for rising and em­
bracing - politically, economically and 
socially, Quebec flourished. 

In the early '80s an economic reces­
sion settled across the country. Its im­
pact was felt in the social services, even 
in Quebec. RestraintiRepression 
examines the provincial governments' 
increasing use, under economic duress, 
of legislative measures to erode social 
and health services and drive down the 
working class and unions. The BC gov­
ernment under Bill Bennet, and 
Quebec's disheartening transition from 
the Parti Quebecois to Robert 
Bourassa's Liberal poliCies, are viewed 
in this dim light. 

Twenty-five bills have been targeted 
against Quebec's Common Front in the 
last 15 years, the majority of them since 
1978. Bill III legislated teachers back 
to work, with a 20 % wage cutback. Bill 
Bennet fired elected officials and ap­
pointed his own. "Operation Solidarity" 
lost in BC in 1983, defeated by a major 
sellout of the trade union bureaucracy. 

Seen from the viewpoint of abortion 
rights activists - for whom availablity 
and choice is a working-class issue (for 
wealthier women, it, like any other 
commodity or privilege, can be bought) 
- this backlash against social services, 
jobs for women and union indepen­
dence is a rude awakening to the tenu­
ousness of their achievements and the 
intent of governments to deny services 
to the powerless in times of economic 
hardship. In Ontario and Manitoba, 
since the opening of Morgantaler 's 
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clinics, time and energy has been di­
rected towards legislative reform which 
increaSingly favours anti-abortion pro­
lifers. 

In Morgantaler, Nicol asserts that 
the abortion-rights campaign - because 
it concentrates on legal strategy - is de­
fens ive in character and therefore inef­
fective . The p ro- life movement is get­
ting stronger and richer - two major 
reasons for any government not to re­
sist it. The NDP in Manitoba, for exam­
ple, while espousing a pro-choice 
stance, actively engages in prosecuting 
Morgantaler. 

Today, there is a major attack on 
abortion rights and, by extent-ion, most 
minority/working-class gains. The ques­
tion is, should activists spend their time 
and energy in the courts, or turn to 
each other to create a pool of resources, 
services and support' 

As exemplified in previous vid­
eotapes such as Let Poland be Poland, 
Our Choice: A Tape About Teenage 
Mothers, Mini Skools Pay Mi.ni 
Wages (about the 1983, 8-month day­
care worker strike in Mississauga) , and 
Selling Out (about the 1980 strike by 
50,000 federal government workers), 
Nancy Nicol combines a radical analysis 
with a straight-forward documentary 
style. She simply relies on interviews 
with activists, whose rec;'J:; .. ctions are 
underlined with archival footage, ral­
lies, marches, news reports and perfor­
mances. There is no 'expert' in Tbe 
Struggle for Choice. What Nicol 
searches for , and finds, are the articulate 
desires of women for whom choice is 
the basic tenet of freedom . 

Leila Marshy • 
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