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T
he annual Alberta Motion 
Picture Industries Associa­
tion meeting was held 111 

Edmonton, December 5. Presi­
dent Michael Hamm was suc­
ceeded tw Alan Stein of Stein! 
MacLean productions, Edmo n­
ton. Other members of the 
new executiye include Dale 
Hardy (v.p. Edmonton ), 
Helene \\,hite (\'.p . Calgary) , 
and directors Marke Slipp, 
Glenn Ludlow, and Julian 
Smither 

In light of the usual winte r 
slowdown of production, local 
film producers put CBC and 
Telefilm Canada reps to task. 

Rudi Carter of CBC To ro nto 
presented the co rporatio n's 
latest "regional telefilm p roject 
guidelines." He said that al­
though the CBC's goal is to re­
place all American pmgram­
ming with independentlY pro­
duced Canadian programming. 
budget restraints have to be 
dealt with. Hence, the "major 
challenge for Canadianizatio n .. . 
has to be to give Canadians a 
sense of value fo r their 
money." 

The new priDfity for region­
al projects lies in script devel ­
opment. CBC has earmarked 
S70,000 of its total regional al­
lotment to script and project 

development. This fund will be 
distributed equalh' across the 
country and projec t den -illp­
me nt will be 'marke t-driven,' 
CBC also anticipates a 10: \ 
ratio <)f investment fro m Te le­
film Canada, 

Carter came under tire fro m 
members for CBC's stance o n 
production allocations, Those , 
too , \,"ill be 'market-dri\'e n." 
\\"ith the emphasis placed on 
sho rt (one-half o r one-ho ur­
lo ng) dramas, co medies, and 
varie t\' o r music spec ials, 

Albe rta producers repeated 
their concern that such 
po lic ies disLTiminate against 
p rovinces o utside Ontario and 
Quebec. Al an Stein sa id .. those 
\\'ho li\ 'e far fro m the centre 
are at a decided disad\'antage 
to yent o ur ideas." He used the 
:"J FB syste m to support his 
state ment that dedicated fund ­
ing does no t affect the quality 
o f projects that are produced. 

"lllere 's no appreciable dif­
ference berween ~'hat is p ro­
duced in the regions and in 
Mo ntreal ," 

Linda Beath of Telefilm Can­
ada also critic ized the CBC fo r 
its lack of support of regional 
production Although Telefilm 
Vancouver approved 23 of 28 
proposals last year, CBC sup-
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N E M A 
po rted fewe r than 50 percent 
of those . She estimated the ac­
tual acceptance ratio to he 
abo ut "29 perL'ent o n 23 pro­
jec ts." 

Like Carter, howeve r, she 
side -stepped the issue of dedi ­
ca ted funding from Te lefilm . 
Funds sho uld be directed to 
regio ns w here it is "warranted 
hy quality," she said . That qual­
ity is de te rmined by the specif­
ic pro ject. "I address quality as 
a per project issue ," 

Stein also re jected Telefilm 's 
claims o f suppo rt fo r regional 
filmmakers. "Their 98 percent 
acceptance rate (of pro jects) 
represents less than \ 0 percent 
of the actual productio ns. We 
do no t have access to the 
licenses , and so weste rn pro ­
ductio n represents only a small 
pe r centage of Telefilm 's 
spend ing." 

Complaints from western 
produce rs have been so con­
sistent that the provinCial or­
gani zations have fo rmed an al­
li ance , The Western Provincial 
Motio n Pic ture Industry As­
sociations marries AMPlA, 
SMPlA, BCFlA, and MAPS. Stein 
calls it a "formalized co mmuni ­
catio ns system" that sprung 
out of similar complaints, 

"In January last year at Mo n­
tebello everyone thought the 
western provinces were 
caucusing in advance because 
our lines were so consistent," 

The alliance met in Saska­
toon last November and dis­
c ussed policy toward Telefilm 
Canada, the CBC, and the Task 
Force for Non-Theatrical Film 
Industry, The western group 
sees itself as a consolidation of 
forces. It is dedicated to what 
Glenn ludlow called "equaliza­
tion between regions and 
major parts of the industry, in­
cluding Telefilm and CBC." 

Their mandate calls for au ­
tonomous decision-making 
from a western Telefilm office, 
and a greater proportion of 
funds and air-time allocated to 
western production from CBC. 

Production , in the mean­
time , has slowed drastically, 
Stone Fox resumed shooting 
outside of Canmore , Alberta, 
early in January. The crew had 
to be pulled back together for 
another five days of shooting 
because there wasn 't eno ugh 
snow before Christmas. 

Contrary to previous reports 
in Shoot Alberta, the feature 
tentatively planned for West 
Edmonton Mall is not a joint 
venture between Alliance and 
Stein!Maclean, Allan Stein is 
not Going For Broke. 

TORONTO - Telefilm Canada 
is set to release a manual for 
unit publicists by mid-Feb­
ruary. The Handbook and 
Guide for Unit Publicity has 
been researched and written 
by Julia Frittaion, marketing of­
ficer with Telefilm, unit publi­
cist and former co- ordinator 
of the Vancouver Trade Fair. 

G 
Sundance and 
Cdn Showcase 
TORONTO - The renewed 
strength o f an invigorated Ca­
nadian movie industry has at­
trac ted the attentio n of an 
American film festi val. 

The 198 7 United States Film 
Festival at Park City, Utall , fea­
tu red a selection of 2 1 Cana­
dian documentary, feature and 
short films that were produced 
in the last four years. 

The festival , held January 
\ 6-25, also included a panel 
discussion called Canada: The 
Next Wave. At the panel Cana­
dian film experts discussed 
current Canadian mo vi es as 
well as the industry's future. 

Piers Handling, a programer 
for the Festival of Festivals, said 
he was approached at the To­
ronto festival last year to set up 
the Park City Canadian film 
p rogram. 

He selected Canadi an films 
and documentaries including 
Anne Trister, Dancing in 
the Dark, The Decline of 
the American Empire, The 
Final Offer, My American 
Cousin, Loyalties, Pouvoir 
intime, Stations, Ranch and 
John and the Missus, 

Handling said Australian 
tllms were featured at the 
United States festival last year 
and this year American or-
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ganizers decided to take a 
close look at films from north 
of the border. 

"They felt that it was the 
coming cinema -the new na­
tional cinema to be watched," 
Handling said in an interview 
with Cinema Canada, 

He said the festival o rganiZ­
ers generally sensed that there 
is a renaissance occurring in 
Canadian cinema. 

The films selected represent 
a strong independent vision 
and taken together provide a 
cross-section of Canadian cine­
ma. New and older Canadian 
talent is represented as well as 
work from the different Cana­
dian regions, he explained. 

The Park City festival's look 
at Canadian cinema is very sig­
nificant, he said. 

Handling explained that out­
side Canada "this is the first 
film festival that has concen­
trated on the new Canadian 
cinema." 

The United States Film Festi­
val is organized by Robert Red­
ford 's Sundance Institute, 
which was set up as a learning 
institute for independent film­
makers in the United States. 

Some of the Canadians slated 
to attend the festival include 
linda Beath from Telefilm Can­
ada, directors Sandy Wilson 
and leon Marr, and producers 
Peter O 'Brian, Roger Frappier 
and Claude Bonin. 
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You have highly specialized insurance 
needs and we have the know- how to 
creatively adapt insurance for the media, 
communications and entertainment 
industries ... 
We will prepare realistiC estimates for your 
budgets and work to get you the best rates 
and coverage available . 

Phone or write Arthur Winkler and ask 
him to produce an insurance package 
specially designed for your protection. 
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28th Floor, P.O. Box 126 
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