TECHNICAL NEWS

Super 8 Lab Service

Following up last issue’s report on the
Super 8 Sound System, I began to
wonder what kind of lab services were
available for the professional or budding
professional Super 8 filmmaker, for the
greatest remaining drawback to Super
8 production has been the lack of com-
prehensive post-production services. By
phone, I discovered that many labs offer
basic services, including processing of
Ektachrome stocks and contact printing
for duplication. But after that, when we
become interested in optical effects like
fades and dissolves, A-B Roll printing,
timing and colour correction, inter-
negatives for repeat printing, title super-
imposition, freeze frames, skip frames
and all those other goodies that make a
film look far better if used properly, it
becomes difficult to find a lab to help
you out.

But I did find one. Bellevue-Pathé
Ltd. under the direction of Murray
Fallin, has hand-built equipment that
can accomplish all these effects and
more. A talk with Mr. Fallin is probably
one of the best ways to determine just
how worthwhile Super 8 filmmaking can
be, since he seems to be the one person
who can offer all necessary services.
Perhaps the most interesting thing he
told me is that it isn’t necessary to get
involved in A-B roll printing at all to
produce duplicates of your film that do
not show splices or frame lines. If your
editing is done with a workprint and the
original is properly prepared, with ten
extra frames between each shot, five at
the end and five at the start of the next,
then the optical printer can be set to
“skip print” over these splice areas, and
the resuli is a print without those an-
noying lines.

Internegatives, masters and prints are
standard procedures, and other available
effects include cropping, double or
multi-frame printing, conversion from
18 to 24 F.P.S., reverse sections, split
screen and pans. Under auxiliary Super 8
services are listed magnetic sound
striping, sound transfers, and edge num-
bered leader, Pathé has the No-En pro-
cess and cartridge loading facilities for
Technicolour Cartridges, Kodak Super 8
Cassettes, and Fairchild Cartridges.

The No-En treatment, especially
valuable for Super 8 cartridges and for
any continuous-run film, treats the film
to resist friction and conditions it to
retain  flexibility. Vacuumate is a
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vapour-in-film process to treat and lub-
ricate a print for longer life. If old films
are not too badly shrunken and the
sprocket holes are in good condition, a
Vacuumate treatment can rejuvenate
the film for duplication. Unlike surface
applications, Vacuumate will not wear
off but will last the life of the film.

I was unable to find as complete a
list of services offered anywhere, so it
looks like if you've got serious Super 8
filmmaking to do, Pathé is where you
ought to be. There is a price list avail-
able and a booklet by Mr. Fallin on
background material on Super 8 pro-
duction. Write or call Bellevue-Pathé,
9 Brockhouse Road, Toronto 14,
259-7811.

New wireless microphone
system from Cinequip

The Swintek Mark IV Wireless Micro-
phone System meets the most exacting
requirements of the professional
cinematographer. Modern design tech-
niques have been used extensively to
guarantee the utmost in dependability
and quality sound reproduction. The
system consists of a receiver, trans-
mitter, and carrying case.

The transmitter, about the size of a
pack of cigarettes, and weighing only
five ounces, can easily be concealed in
costumes or placed in a shirt pocket.
Microphones may be hand-held or
lavalier type. A standard transistor
radio battery powers the transmitter
and a flexible 18-inch wire serves as the
antenna. The receiver provides three
simultaneous audio outputs at various
levels. A phone jack and volume control
are provided for monitoring the audio
signal with a headset. A light-emitting
diode indicates the transmission is being
received.

Any number of transmitters may be
operated with a single receiver as long as
only one transmitter is on at a time. In
order to operate simultaneously more
than one transmitter, one complete
Mark IV system is needed for each
channel. Two or more Swintek Mark
IV’s in use at the same time must
operate on slightly different fre-
quencies.

According to Don Hall of Cinequip,
the Swintek system completely elim-
inates all the problems previously in-
curred with wireless microphone sys-
tems, as it is impervious to external FM

noise and other interference.

Further information, including rents)
and purchase prices are available frop
Cinequip, 41 Scollard Street, Toronto,
(416) 920-5424, or 1382 Main Street,
North Vancouver B.C. (604) 980-3022,

The amazing reality of
colour portable VTR
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Braun Electric of Canada has introduced
a complete portable Colour VTR and
Camera combination that retails for
some $7000. The outstanding quality of
the system is matched by its compact
size and an automatic assemble edit
system that allows simplified shooting
and absolutely accurate edits between
shots, with no roll-overs.

The system means that anyone can
videotape 26 minutes on a reel of low-
cost 1/4-inch tape on battery power or
AC and get full-colour playback instant-
ly on any standard TV set. The tape can
be erased and reused hundreds of times.
In addition to automatic editing the
system features sound dubbing and stop
action similar to that seen in television
replays of sports events.

The camera is comparable in size to
today’s Super 8 movie cameras. The 6
to 1 zoom has an automatic, servo-
controlled iris which varies the aperture
of the f/2 lens to compensate for vary-
ing light levels. A 600-ohm microphone
is built-in and provision is provided for
plugging in an external microphone. Thﬁ-
very lightweight camera (5.7 Ib.) i
usable with any colour VTR. The
Portable VTR weighs 16 lbs. running
1/4” tape at 10 ips. Resolution is more
than 230 lines,

For further information contact
Braun Electric Canada Ltd., 3269
American Drive, Mississauga, Ontari0.
(416) 677-3243.

Low cost replacement heads
for Auricon-type cameras
Alex L. Clark Ltd. announces new lo¥-

cost record-playback heads that will fi
the Auricon, Auricon conversion,



Harris Kirshenbaum

Cinema Products Cameras, Frezzolini,
Yoder and Wilcam Conversions. Roy
Ramsdale, President of Alex L. Clark
Ltd., said, “Up to now the Canadian
cameraman has been at a tremendous
disadvantage when a breakdown occurs
with magnetic heads. The replacement
price has been enormous and the down
time necessary has been three to four
weeks, as the head must be shipped
back to Hollywood for repair. The new
low-cost head has been thoroughly
tested by our technicians and has
proved to be as good if not better than
the heads supplied to date. The price of
the new heads is close to the repair cost
of the old heads.”

Price of the new head is $545.00
Duty Free, Federal Sales Tax Included,
while the regular Auricon replacement
head is retailing for $805.00 on the
Canadian market.

For further information contact Alex
L. Clark Ltd., 3751 Bloor Street West,
Islington Ontario, M9A 1A2. (416)
231-5691.

Electron-optical image intensifier
for night cinematography

Filming at night with no illumation
other than the moon and stars, which
may even be obscured by light clouds, is
now possible using an electron-optical
image intensifier developed by a Dutch
company. This is a universal unit which
can be used in combination with any 16
or 35mm or television camera.

The unit consists basically of three
electron-optical image intensifier tubes,
between which the image is relayed by
fibre optics.

The very faint luminance collected
by the front optics on the first tube is
intensified electron-optically and relay-
t::d to the second and third tubes, result-
Ing in a bright and luminous image on
_the anode screen of the third tube. This
Image is relayed onto a film or television
tube by a collimating lens and a camera
lens. The intensification obtained with

the unit is between 3,000 and 5,000
times, depending on the camera lens
used.

This impressive system has already
been used for making television news
reels, by customs and border patrols, for
airport security, for scientific films used
in observation of animals, films using
electron microscopes and for filming
evening sporting events.

For further information contact:
Royal Netherlands Embassy, 275 Slater
Street, 3rd Floor, Ottawa Ontario K1P
5HO.

No more glue-spilling for
hot splicers

Once in a while an item comes in for
Technical News of such major im-
portance that we cannot overlook it,
even though we do weight the column
to products that are being distributed in
Canada specifically. But how can we
ignore a new Bottle Well Attachment
that fits all Maier-Hancock portable hot
film splicers? This rugged unit, com-
patible in design and finish to M-H
splicers, eliminates accidental spillage
and can be positioned anywhere on any
edge of the base most convenient for
the operator. It simply hooks onto
splicer base and is held firmly in place
by two thumb set-screws. The adjust-
ment plate, which is slid under splicer
base and hooked on opposite edge of
base, spans either width or length of all
M-H splicers.

For further information: C. Brown,
Maier-Hancock Industries, 13212 Ray-
mer Ave., North Hollywood, California
91605.

Mr. R.D. Russell appointed
at Alex L. Clark

Alex L. Clark Ltd. is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Mr. R.D.
Russell to Vice-President of Sales for
the Province of Quebec and the Mari-
time Provinces. Mr. Russell brings many
years of experience to the executive
staff of Alex L. Clark Ltd.

News from Cinema
Products Corporation

Cinema Products Corp. has moved to
new and larger quarters as of Feb. 25,
1974. The expansion was caused by
stepped up production demands for the
CP-16 camera product line. A formal
“Open House” at the new plant will
take place on April 22, 1974 at 8:30
PM. All those participating in the
SMPTE conference (scheduled to open
on that day) as well as everyone else in
the professional motion picture industry
are cordially invited to attend. Any
Cinema Canada readers planning to be
in the area at that time are invited to
contact us about reporting to the maga-
zine on the proceedings.

Among new items being produced
by Cinema Products Corp. is the
CP-16R, a new 16mm Reflex TV news-
film/documentary camera system. The
CP-16R features: Mirror Shutter, set at
a 45 degree angle, and geared to rotate
at half speed. The mirror shutter stops
automatically in viewing position;
Standard Reflex Viewfinder, fixed in
orientation, is located approximately 1"
back of the film plane. The standard
viewfinder may be replaced with an
“‘orientable” erect image viewfinder.
The lens mount is a unique miniaturized
BNCR mount, with professional-type
positive locking ring. A lens adapter is
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